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Debbie Simmons received the Bachelor of Social Work degree from Delta State University in May 1990.  She died in February 2007, after a rich career of helping others.  Her husband, Calvin Simmons and sons, have set up a new and unique program to honor Debbie’s caring nature.  The goal is to highlight excellence in Social Work, increase community recognition, and promote the ideals and passion that Debbie Simmons had for the social work profession. 

· Debbie Simmons Social Work Scholarship Award.

This scholarship will be awarded to a social work student at Delta State University at the end of the last three semesters of the degree program.  The recipient must have a 3.0 or above GPA and be recommended by faculty and agency social work supervisor for lab work and field instruction.  The total scholarship of $3000 will be given over three semesters.  The recipient should be dedicated, motivated, and want to succeed in social work.

· Debbie Simmons “I Care” Social Work Recognition Award.


This cash award of $1000 will be given yearly to a professional licensed BSW or MSW who exemplifies excellent social work practice in the community and demonstrates the caring nature of Debbie Simmons.

· Debbie Simmons Social Work Mini-Grant(s) Award(s)


Social Workers in the community can apply for funds to start a new service or project that benefits their clients and the community.  Projects that are geared toward infants, children, elderly, or the abused will be given priority.  Each year a total amount of $5000 will funded among social workers who apply and are selected.

· Funding 


The Debbie Simmons Awards Program is generously funded by the Calvin Simmons family in memory of their mother and wife.  The Department of Social Work and the Foundation Office at Delta State University sponsor the program.

Recipients

2008-2009 Academic School Year:   Ruth Henderson 

