SEC Meeting Minutes  

February 23, 2009

Moon, Drury, Fadiga-Stewart, Bunn, Baird in attendance
1. We discussed the use of common book for first-year students across campus in the spirit of direct engagement per Duncan’s October idea. We discussed, but did not resolve the seminal issue of how the book might be used.  How might students be tested, for example? We agreed that a task force designed to pick the book might first have to narrow it to 5 books. Phyllis shared the fact that there are scores of different books used as common books across the country. Leslie shared the idea that Texas Tech uses The Earth is Flat, by Thomas Friedman of the New York Times.
2. Duncan’s discussed his letter to be presented to Dr. Lotven letter as it addresses this and direct engagement more generally. The group discussed, but did not resolve, if this direct engagement proposal and common book idea might be plausible for August, 2010.
3. We agreed to pitch the idea of more direct engagement and the common-book theme to Dr. Lotven at the upcoming 3/9 meeting. 

4. We noted that the WAC speaker was canceled per WAC chair Betty Sylvest. The group debated whether we could have just one speaker roughly eight weeks from now. We did not commit to it.  
5. We proposed new events for remaining 8-10 weeks.

a. Recapping function for GST 600s

i. Issue of GST 600 funding has not been addressed. We asked whom has been funded without resolution. 
b. We debated two or so additional acclimation events for GST 600s.
i. Susan Hines-OIT sponsored event as candidate per Stephen Patton. 
6. We discussed that, as much as anything, our QEP charge the remainder of the spring will consist of determining heretofore underdeveloped tracking of activities as opposed to ensuring that they are taking place.
