Welcome to the BRIDGE program. You enrolled with us in February at the CTE Career Fair at Cleveland Central. BRIDGE stands for Building Rural Innovation & Development for Growing Entrepreneurs. We will be sharing with you some information about entrepreneurship and financial literacy.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Here are a few Entrepreneurship tips for teens from the BRIDGE program:
1. Fail fast and fail often: Learn from your mistakes and keep trying.
2. Customers are crucial: Focus on customer satisfaction and feedback.
3. Entrepreneurship is a mindset, not a timestamp: Be patient and persistent.
4. Teamwork is not always dream work: Collaborate with others to achieve success.
5. Trust is everything: Build trust with customers and partners.
6. School really can be cool: Use education to your advantage.
7. Age is just a number: Teen entrepreneurs can succeed at any age.
8. (Social Media) content is king: Utilize social media for marketing and exposure.
With BRIDGE, you can be in a place where you can be successful if you follow these steps and listen to sound advice from the experts. We are rooting for your success every step of the way!



The Importance of Financial Literacy
The BRIDGE program is big on financial literacy.  It is important when owning a business and being able to save money. Financial literacy is the ability to understand and utilize various financial skills, including budgeting, saving, investing, and managing debt. It empowers individuals to make sound financial choices that can positively impact their present and future financial well-being. For you as teenagers, financial literacy is particularly crucial as it can help lay the foundation for a lifetime of financial success.
When you have a solid understanding of financial literacy, you are better equipped with the knowledge and skills necessary to navigate the complex world of personal finance. By learning about budgeting, teens can develop the discipline to allocate your income wisely and have saving goals, ensuring that you have enough for your needs while still saving money for the future.
Financial literacy helps you understand the importance of saving. You learn about the power of compound interest and how it can grow your money over time. With this knowledge, you are more likely to start saving early and regularly, setting yourself up for financial security in the long run. By instilling these habits at a young age, you can develop a strong foundation for building wealth and achieving your financial goals.


