How long does
copyright last?

Under current U.S. law,

copyright lasts until 70 years |

after the death of the
author. For works made for
hire, the copyright term is
either 95 years from the
date of publication, or 120
years from the date of
creation, whichever is
shorter.

After the copyright term
expires, works pass into the
public domain, meaning that
anyone is free to reproduce,
distribute, or otherwise re-
use the work.

| Content from NYU Libraries
Copyright Research Guide.

What is copyright?

Copyright is a form of legal protection that provides authors of
original creative works with limited control over the reproduction
and distribution of their work. It gives copyright holders a set of
exclusive rights to reproduce the work, in whole or in part, distribute
copies of the work, publicly perform the work, publicly display the
work, and prepare derivative works based on the original, such as
translations or adaptations.

These rights are subject to exceptions and limitations, such as "fair
use," which allow limited uses of works without the permission of the
copyright holder. A person could be held liable for copyright
infringement if they use copyrighted materials when exceptions do
no apply and without the permission of the copyright holder.

What does copyright protect?

Copyright protects "original works of authorship." To be protected
by copyright, a work must be original and recorded. It cannot be
copied or expressed without being recorded.
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