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Scope and Content: 
The scope of this collection is focused on the Civil War Letters of William L. 

Nugent to Eleanor Smith Nugent. Published in the book My Dear Nellie.
Biographical and Historical Note:
Lucy Somerville Howorth was born on July 1, 1895 in Greenville, Mississippi. She was the daughter of Nellie Nugent Somerville, the first female to serve in the Mississippi Legislature. Lucy spent her life fighting for the civil rights of minorities and women. On August 18, 1920 her life was inspired. Lucy stood in a State house gallery in Nashville, Tennessee as the 19th amendment was ratified, giving women the right to vote. 

Lucy had an extensive and active educational career. Lucy attended Randolph-Macon Women's College, 1912-1916, and, along with becoming a member of Pi Gamma Mu and Phi Beta Kappa, earned an A.B. Lucy continued her education at Columbia as a graduate student in psychology and economics. From 1920-1922 she attended the University of Mississippi and graduated summa cum laude with a LL.B., being one of two women in her class. At the University of Mississippi she started a female basketball team, a writers group and a book review column.   

After her graduation from the University of Mississippi, Lucy began practicing law in Cleveland. She then moved her law practice to Greenville where she met and married Joseph M. Howorth, a local lawyer. After five years of practicing law, she was appointed as a judge, and acquired the beloved name “Judge Lucy”.  Lucy was admitted to Mississippi State and Federal courts, the U.S. Supreme Court and all of the courts in the District of Columbia.  

Lucy was also very involved in politics. As a Democrat, she served Mississippians as a Hinds County Representative and as a member of the Mississippi State Legislature from 1932-1936. Appointed by President Roosevelt, Lucy served on the Board of Veterans Appeals from July 1934 to April 1943. John F. Kennedy appointed her to his Commission on the Status of Women. Lucy also served on the War Claims Commission, 1949-1954, as associate general counsel, deputy general counsel, and general counsel.  Leaving government work in 1954, she moved back to Cleveland, Mississippi where she practiced law with her husband until about 1980. Lucy’s husband died in 1982 after 54 years of marriage. Lucy also spent her time co-editing her grandfather’s Civil War letters, which were published under the title, My Dear Nellie. Lucy died from heart failure in Cleveland, Mississippi on August 23, 1997, at the age of 102.

In her lifetime Lucy was an esteemed member of many organizations including the National Association of Women Lawyers, Phi Delta Delta, the Professional Women’s Club, and the Daughters of the American Revolution. She served as vice president of the American Association of University Women, and played a role in ending their segregational practices in the 1940’s. Lucy was member and chairman of the United Nations League of Lawyers, and she served as the chairman of the Cleveland Public Library Commission for ten years. 

         Lucy Somerville Howorth was an inspired Delta woman. She was very active in every aspect of her life. Lucy blazed trails for women and minorities in her academic career, in local and federal politics, and in many civic organizations. She was honored by many in her lifetime, and rightly so. 
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1 
1
Working Copy of Transcription of Letters of William L. Nugent (Chapters 

1 and 2; pages 1-9) Section 1


2
Working Copy of Transcription of Letters of William L. Nugent (Chapters 

3, 4, and part of 5; pages 10-19) Section 1


3
Working Copy of Transcription of Letters of William L. Nugent (Chapters 

5, 6, and part of 7; pages 20-30) Section 1


4
Working Copy of Transcription of Letters of William L. Nugent (Chapters 

7, 8, and part of 9; pages 31-42) Section 1


5
Working Copy of Transcription of Letters of William L. Nugent (Chapters 

9 and 10; pages 43-48) Section 1

6
Working Copy of Transcription of Letters of William L. Nugent (Chapters 

1, 2, 3, 4, and part of 5; pages 49-58) Section 2

7
Working Copy of Transcription of Letters of William L. Nugent (Chapters 

5, 6, 7, and 8; pages 59-66) Section 2


8
Working Copy of Transcription of Letters of William L. Nugent (Chapters 

1, 2, 3, and part of 4; pages 67-76) Section 3


9
Working Copy of Transcription of Letters of William L. Nugent (Chapters 

4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and part of 9; pages 77-86) Section 3


10
Working Copy of Transcription of Letters of William L. Nugent (Chapters 

9-13, and part of 14; pages 87-106) Section 3


11
Working Copy of Transcription of Letters of William L. Nugent (Chapters 

14-18, and part of 19; pages 107-126) Section 3


12
Working Copy of Transcription of Letters of William L. Nugent (Chapters 

19-25, and part of 26; pages 127-146) Section 3


13
Working Copy of Transcription of Letters of William L. Nugent (Chapters 

26-30; pages 147-158) Section 3


14
More Working Copies of Transcription of William L. Nugent (Chapters 



1-3, conclusion, and Chapter 31; pages 396-409 and 159-161) Section 2


15
More Working Copies of Transcription of William L. Nugent (Chapter



31, Insert, and Chapters 1-5; pages 162-180) Section 2


16
More Working Copies of Transcription of William L. Nugent (Chapters 



6-12; pages 181-200) Section 2

17
More Working Copies of Transcription of William L. Nugent (Chapters 



12-18; pages 201-220) Section 2


18
More Working Copies of Transcription of William L. Nugent (Chapters 



18-23; pages 221-240) Section 2


19
More Working Copies of Transcription of William L. Nugent (Chapters 



23-26, and Chapter 1; pages 241-252 and 253-260) Section 2


20
More Working Copies of Transcription of William L. Nugent (Chapters 



1-5, and part of 6; pages 261-280) Section 2


21
More Working Copies of Transcription of William L. Nugent (Chapters 



6-10; pages 281-300) Section 2


22
More Working Copies of Transcription of William L. Nugent (Chapters 



10-14; pages 301-320) Section 2


23
More Working Copies of Transcription of William L. Nugent (Chapters 



14-17; pages 321-340) Section 2


24
More Working Copies of Transcription of William L. Nugent (Chapters 



18-22; pages 341-360) Section 2


25
More Working Copies of Transcription of William L. Nugent (Chapters 



22-26; pages 361-380) Section 2


26
More Working Copies of Transcription of William L. Nugent (Chapters 



26-29 and add ins; pages 381-395) Section 2


27
First Galleys- Marked set with some corrections

28
First Galleys- Marked set with some corrections


29
First Galleys- Marked set with some corrections


30
First Galleys- Marked set with some corrections


31
First Galleys- Marked set with some corrections


32
First Galleys- Marked set with some corrections


33
First Galleys- Marked set with some corrections


34
Author’s Galleys with some Corrections (Introduction; Nugent
 pages 1-10)

35
Author’s Galleys with some Corrections (Nugent pages 11-30)


36
Author’s Galleys with some Corrections (Nugent pages 31-50)


37
Author’s Galleys with some Corrections (Nugent pages 51-70)


38
Author’s Galleys with some Corrections (Nugent pages 71-90)


39
Author’s Galleys with some Corrections (Nugent pages 91-114)


40
Author’s Galleys with some Corrections (Nugent pages 115-132)

41
Second Copy of Transcription of Letters of William L. Nugent (notes of the front, matter material, footnotes, and epilogue)
42
Second Copy of Transcription of Letters of William L. Nugent (notes of the front, matter material, footnotes, and epilogue)

43
Second Copy of Transcription of Letters of William L. Nugent (notes of the front, matter material, footnotes, and epilogue)

44
Second Copy of Transcription of Letters of William L. Nugent (notes of the front, matter material, footnotes, and epilogue)

45
Second Copy of Transcription of Letters of William L. Nugent (notes of the front, matter material, footnotes, and epilogue)

46
Second Copy of Transcription of Letters of William L. Nugent (notes of the front, matter material, footnotes, and epilogue)

47
Second Copy of Transcription of Letters of William L. Nugent (notes of the front, matter material, footnotes, and epilogue)

48
Second Copy of Transcription of Letters of William L. Nugent (notes of the front, matter material, footnotes, and epilogue)
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2 
1
Second Copy of Transcription of Letters of William L. Nugent (notes of 

the front, matter material, footnotes, and epilogue)

2
Second Copy of Transcription of Letters of William L. Nugent (notes of 

the front, matter material, footnotes, and epilogue)


3
Second Copy of Transcription of Letters of William L. Nugent (notes of 

the front, matter material, footnotes, and epilogue)


4
Second Copy of Transcription of Letters of William L. Nugent (notes of 

the front, matter material, footnotes, and epilogue)


5
Second Copy of Transcription of Letters of William L. Nugent (notes of 

the front, matter material, footnotes, and epilogue)


6
Second Copy of Transcription of Letters of William L. Nugent (notes of 

the front, matter material, footnotes, and epilogue)


7
Second Copy of Transcription of Letters of William L. Nugent (notes of 

the front, matter material, footnotes, and epilogue)

8
Photocopies of Letters of William L. Nugent (located in Rad Cliffe Library
)
9
Photocopies of Letters of William L. Nugent (located in Rad Cliffe Library
)

10
Miscellaneous materials used in My Dear Nellie: Fragment of Letter of W.L. Nugent, Notes and photocopies, and Drafts and Corrections
11
Miscellaneous materials used in My Dear Nellie: Fragment of Letter of W.L. Nugent, Notes and photocopies, and Drafts and Corrections

12
Miscellaneous materials used in My Dear Nellie: Fragment of Letter of W.L. Nugent, Notes and photocopies, and Drafts and Corrections

13
Miscellaneous materials used in My Dear Nellie: Fragment of Letter of W.L. Nugent, Notes and photocopies, and Drafts and Corrections

14
Miscellaneous materials used in My Dear Nellie: Fragment of Letter of W.L. Nugent, Notes and photocopies, and Drafts and Corrections

15
Copies from National Archives pertaining to William L. Nugent’s Military Service 

16
Copies from National Archives pertaining to William L. Nugent’s Military Service

17
Copies from National Archives pertaining to William L. Nugent’s Military Service

18
Copies from National Archives pertaining to William L. Nugent’s Military Service

19
Materials used in drafting My Dear Nellie: Memoranda, Drafts of Introduction, acknowledgement, epilogue, etc..., and Photocopies of miscellaneous materials
20
Materials used in drafting My Dear Nellie: Memoranda, Drafts of Introduction, acknowledgement, epilogue, etc..., and Photocopies of miscellaneous materials
21
Materials used in drafting My Dear Nellie: Memoranda, Drafts of Introduction, acknowledgement, epilogue, etc..., and Photocopies of miscellaneous materials

22
Materials used in drafting My Dear Nellie: Memoranda, Drafts of Introduction, acknowledgement, epilogue, etc..., and Photocopies of miscellaneous materials

23
Materials used in drafting My Dear Nellie: Memoranda, Drafts of Introduction, acknowledgement, epilogue, etc..., and Photocopies of miscellaneous materials

24
Materials used in drafting My Dear Nellie: Memoranda, Drafts of Introduction, acknowledgement, epilogue, etc..., and Photocopies of miscellaneous materials

25
Materials used in drafting My Dear Nellie: Memoranda, Drafts of Introduction, acknowledgement, epilogue, etc..., and Photocopies of miscellaneous materials

26
Materials used in drafting My Dear Nellie: Memoranda, Drafts of Introduction, acknowledgement, epilogue, etc..., and Photocopies of miscellaneous materials

27
Materials used in drafting My Dear Nellie: Memoranda, Drafts of Introduction, acknowledgement, epilogue, etc..., and Photocopies of miscellaneous materials

28
Materials used in drafting My Dear Nellie: Memoranda, Drafts of Introduction, acknowledgement, epilogue, etc..., and Photocopies of miscellaneous materials

29
Materials used in drafting My Dear Nellie: Memoranda, Drafts of Introduction, acknowledgement, epilogue, etc..., and Photocopies of miscellaneous materials

30
Marked Final Copy of Manuscript with instructions to printer

31
Marked Final Copy of Manuscript with instructions to printer

32
Marked Final Copy of Manuscript with instructions to printer (pages 1-28)
33
Marked Final Copy of Manuscript with instructions to printer (pages 29-48)

34
Marked Final Copy of Manuscript with instructions to printer (pages 49-68)

35
Marked Final Copy of Manuscript with instructions to printer (pages 69-88)
36
Marked Final Copy of Manuscript with instructions to printer (pages 89-108)
37
Marked Final Copy of Manuscript with instructions to printer (pages 109-128)

38
Marked Final Copy of Manuscript with instructions to printer (pages 129-148)

39
Marked Final Copy of Manuscript with instructions to printer (pages 149-168)
40
Marked Final Copy of Manuscript with instructions to printer (pages 169-188)
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3 
1
Marked Final Copy of Manuscript with instructions to printer (pages 189-

208)

2
Marked Final Copy of Manuscript with instructions to printer (pages 209-

228)


3
Marked Final Copy of Manuscript with instructions to printer (pages 229-

252)


4
Marked Final Copy of Manuscript with instructions to printer 


5
Marked Final Copy of Manuscript with instructions to printer


6
Marked Final Copy of Manuscript with instructions to printer


7
Marked Final Copy of Manuscript with instructions to printer


8
Marked Final Copy of Manuscript with instructions to printer


9
Page Galleys (pages 188-229)


10
Page Galleys (pages 230-241)


11
Authorization for publication My Dear Nellie

12
Correspondence with Barney McKee- reference William Lewis Nugent 

Manuscript


13
Correspondence between Lucy Howorth and W.M. Cash reference My 

Dear Nellie manuscript, Also correspondence relating to trip to Monteagle, TN to present book review of My Dear Nellie

14
Correspondence between Lucy Howorth and W.M. Cash reference My 

Dear Nellie manuscript, Also correspondence relating to trip to Monteagle, TN to present book review of My Dear Nellie

15
Correspondence between Lucy Howorth and W.M. Cash reference My 

Dear Nellie manuscript, Also correspondence relating to trip to Monteagle, TN to present book review of My Dear Nellie

16
Life of Amelia Thomson (daughter of Judge Seth Lewis, Anne 

Hardeman, and sister of Anne Lewis Nugent) Born near Nashville, 

October 16, 1799, died at the age of 103; by Amelia Lewis Thomson; pages 1-19.

17
Life of Amelia Thomson (daughter of Judge Seth Lewis, Anne 

Hardeman, and sister of Anne Lewis Nugent) Born near Nashville, 

October 16, 1799, died at the age of 103; by Amelia Lewis Thomson; pages 20-40.
Box 4
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4 
1
Cash and Howorth cassette tape recording (1/13)

2
Cash and Howorth cassette tape recording (1/13); My Dear Nellie: The Civil War Letters of William L. Nugent to Eleanor Smith Nugent

3
Cash and Howorth cassette tape recording (2/13); My Dear Nellie: The Civil War Letters of William L. Nugent to Eleanor Smith Nugent

4
Cash and Howorth cassette tape recording (3/13); My Dear Nellie: The Civil War Letters of William L. Nugent to Eleanor Smith Nugent

5
Cash and Howorth cassette tape recording (4/13); My Dear Nellie: The Civil War Letters of William L. Nugent to Eleanor Smith Nugent

6
Cash and Howorth cassette tape recording (5/13); My Dear Nellie: The Civil War Letters of William L. Nugent to Eleanor Smith Nugent

7
Cash and Howorth cassette tape recording (6/13); My Dear Nellie: The Civil War Letters of William L. Nugent to Eleanor Smith Nugent

8
Cash and Howorth cassette tape recording (7/13); My Dear Nellie: The Civil War Letters of William L. Nugent to Eleanor Smith Nugent

9
Cash and Howorth cassette tape recording (8/13); My Dear Nellie: The Civil War Letters of William L. Nugent to Eleanor Smith Nugent

10
Cash and Howorth cassette tape recording (9/13); My Dear Nellie: The Civil War Letters of William L. Nugent to Eleanor Smith Nugent

11
Cash and Howorth cassette tape recording (10/13); My Dear Nellie: The Civil War Letters of William L. Nugent to Eleanor Smith Nugent

12
Cash and Howorth cassette tape recording (10/13)
13
Howorth and Cash cassette tape recording (11/13)

14
Howorth and Cash cassette tape recording (11/13); Judge Lucy Howorth on Colonel Nugent

15
Howorth and Cash cassette tape recording (12/13)

16
Cash and Howorth cassette tape recording (12/13); Judge Lucy Howorth on Colonel Nugent

17
Howorth and Cash cassette tape recording (13/13)

18
Cash and Howorth cassette tape recording (13/13); Judge Lucy Howorth on Colonel Nugent
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