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History:

Hill Demonstration School – an elementary education laboratory school in which student teachers taught children between the first and sixth grade

· 1926 Demonstration School for grades one through six opens under Laurie Doolittle in Hardee Hall as a laboratory school for those students studying elementary education. 

· The school functioned until 1957

· September 1926 Laurie Doolittle  (age 59) became the head of Hill Demonstration School and served for 12 years

· Has a two-fold purpose:   1.  To provide for the highest physical, mental, spiritual, and social development of the child; 2.  To give prospective teachers opportunity to test their educational theories and to make those practical adjustments that are necessary for the purposeful and successful teacher.  These aims are realized through the study of children, the planning of lessons, and the arranging and executing of a day’s program for the classroom. (excerpt from the 1929-1930 Delta State Teachers College Bulletin p 25)

·  According to the 1929-1930 Delta State Teachers College Bulletin, kindergarten classes were also offered in addition to the first through sixth grade classes.  “This year the Demonstration School will be housed in the old administration building and will consist of the kindergarten and the first five grades of the elementary school.”  I surmise that the ‘old administration building’ was Hill Hall, thus the name Hill Demonstration School.  

· “the Demonstration School exemplifies good teaching and offers opportunity for observation purposes, demonstration lessons, and student participation in teaching.  It helps young teachers to evaluate and to organize subject matter; it permits them to plan courses and to put their theories of teaching into practice; it enables them to anticipate more fully the situations and conditions that will confront them in the school room.” (excerpt from 1929-1930 Delta State Teachers College Bulletin p 25).  

· “The idea for the demonstration school was probably conceived by Dr. Zeigel, since the choice for the director was a person he had known at his old college and community in Kirksville.  Laurie Doolittle soon developed a demonstration school that expanded through the first six grades and became a laboratory for those teachers in the elementary education program.  The first year the demonstration school’s operation (1926-1927), twenty-five children were taught in one room located in the basement of Hardee Hall, the dormitory for me.  In 1927-1928, fifty children attended the school.  In 1930 a new building was planned which would house administrative offices, library, auditorium and classrooms; Hill Hall would be turned over to the elementary demonstration school.  While the Hill Demonstration School was limited to the elementary grades, the secondary level teacher trainees received their laboratory experiences first at nearby Boyle and later at the Cleveland High School.” (A Pictorial History of Delta State, Castle & Gunn, p 21)

· The Hill Demonstration School was discontinued as a unit of Delta State College during the 1957-1958 school year. (A Pictorial History of Delta State, Castle & Gun, p92-93)

Inventory:

Box  /  Folder

1
1
Fifth Grade Roll and Yearbook 1932
1
2
Sixth Grade Roll and Yearbook 1932-1933 School Year

1
3
Publication in Memoriam to Miss Laurie Doolittle, May 11, 1938 (2 copies)



Play program for the Hill Demonstration School Children’s production of The Story Book Ball, dated May 3, 1951.



Program for Gyminte May 14, 1935. (2 copies)



Newspaper article entitled DSC’s Hill Building Becomes Landmark of State Education, undated.

Unfoldered

Day Book-ledger detailing tuition and Supply Fees Collected for the school year of 1949-1950.
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