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EDUCATION

Ph.D. The University of Alabama, 2010.  Educational Psychology.  
· Specializations:  Learning and Development; Self-Regulation and Motivation  
· 15 hrs. in Quantitative Educational Research (including regression, multivariate analysis, structural equation modeling).  
· Examination Fields: Adolescent Development, Motivation and Self-Regulation, Research.
· Dissertation Title:  Biofunctional Embodiment of Moral Development: The Impact of Affect, Moral Cognition, Maturation, and Experience in Playing Sports on Acceptance of 
Aggression in Sports by Italian Adolescents.
· Dissertation Committee:  Asghar Iran-Nejad (chair), Rick Houser, Steve Thoma, Randall Schumacker, John Vincent
· 2012 College of Education M. Ray Loree Most Outstanding Dissertation Award
· 2011-12 University of Alabama Outstanding Dissertation Award

M.A. The University of Alabama, 1992.  Specialization: Teaching English as a Second Language.  Boone Fellowship Recipient 1990-1991.

B.A. Harding University, Searcy, AR, 1983.  Major: English, Minor: Social Sciences
TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

2012-present. Assistant Professor, Interim Chair. Delta State University, Cleveland, MS. 

Department of Counselor Education and Psychology. 
2010-2012.  
Adjunct Professor, University of West Florida, Pensacola, FL. 

Courses taught include general psychology, psychology of adolescence.

2009-2010.
Adjunct Professor, Armstrong Atlantic State University, Savannah, GA.  

Courses taught include first year writing and graduate course in teaching cross-cultural communication for education. 
2006-2008.
Adjunct Professor, Middle Tennessee State University, Murfreesboro, TN.  

Courses taught include both sequential courses of first year writing.
2004-2006.
Graduate Teaching Assistant, The University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, AL. 

Courses taught include both sequential courses of first year writing.
2003-2004. 
Adjunct English Instructor, The University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, AL. 
Taught both sequential courses in first year writing.
2001-2003.  
Adjunct Instructor, Director Welcome Semester for International Students, Ohio Valley University, Vienna, WV. Taught ESL, Spanish and English Composition I & II courses.  Director of summer ESL program. Served on International Student Services committee. 

1998-2001. 
Assistant Professor, Departments of English and Education, Harding University, Searcy, AR.  Director of TESL endorsement program. Courses taught include first year writing and ESL courses, courses in cross-cultural communications, second language acquisition, methodology, assessment, history of English. Director of America Reads.  Served on committee for hiring new teachers.  
1999.  Elementary ESL Coordinator and Instructor.  Searcy School District, Searcy, AR.       Directed and taught summer school program for elementary ESL students.  
1998.  Adjunct TESL Instructor, Atlanta Christian College, East Point, GA.
Taught course in applied linguistics.  
1994-1998.  Developmental Studies Instructor, Gordon College, Barnesville, GA.   
Full-time instructor in developmental reading and writing, and freshman composition courses.  Developmental Studies readmission committee.  Supervisor, Writing Center.

1990-1992. English and TESL Teaching Assistant, The University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, AL. Taught freshman composition I & II courses for native and non-native English speakers, ESL reading and spoken English. Mentored TESL graduate teaching assistants.

1989-1990.  Adjunct ESL Instructor, Harding University, Searcy, AR. Taught ESL Spoken English, reading and composition courses.  Coordinated and supervised field trips.  
RECENT COURSES TAUGHT

PSY 101: GENERAL PSYCHOLOGY. Scientific foundations for understanding behavior. Fall 2012.

PSY 313: PSYCHOLOGY OF ADOLESCENCE. Life and development of youth; methods of dealing with problems of adolescence. Fall 2012, Spring/Fall 2013. Spring 2014.

PSY 315: SOCIAL COGNITION. Analysis of theory and research on problems related to the manner in which humans judge themselves and others on the basis of information received. Topics include impression formation, determinants of interpersonal attraction, and attribution processes. Fall 2013 

EPY 341: EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY. Psychological principles underlying processes of teaching. Fall 2012. Spring/Fall 2013. Spring 2014.
EPY 601: PSYCHOLOGY OF LEARNING. Study of the application of psychological principles to learning environments with special emphasis on the classroom. Summer/Fall 2012. Spring/Summer 2013.
PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 
Publications 
Iran-Nejad, A., & Zengaro, S. (2013) Opportunity prioritization, biofunctional simultaneity, and psychological mutual exclusion. Behavioral and Brain Sciences, 36¸696-697.

Zengaro, S. (2005). Inquiry into language learning: A personal journey. ATEE 2004 Conference Proceedings.  Agrigento, Italy.
Zengaro, F., Zengaro, S., & Malfi, M. (2009). Acceptance of aggression and moral decision-making in Italian adolescents. CESH 2009 Conference Proceedings. Pisa, Italy.
Zengaro, S., Iran-Nejad, A., Schumacker, R., & Zengaro, F. (In review). Understanding 
adolescent attitudes toward sports aggression: An integrated perspective. Submitted to the 
Journal of Educational Psychology.

Zengaro, F., Ali, M., & Zengaro, S. (In progress). Fragmented lives and conflicting experiences in refugee high school students. To be submitted to The Urban Review.

Zengaro, S., & Iran-Nejad, A. (In progress). A multiple-perspective model for interpreting 
adolescent attitudes toward aggression in sports. 
Zengaro, F., Zengaro, S., Belcher, D. (In review). Moving beyond "Busy, Happy, and Good" in physical education teaching. Submitted to Journal of Teacher Education.
Zengaro, F., & Zengaro, S. (In progress). Home field advantage in Italian Serie A football. To be submitted to Perceptual and Motor Skills.

Published Abstracts
Zengaro, F., Zengaro, S., & Iran-Nejad, A. (2008). The influence of metaphor and plan of 
development introductions on the evaluation of student essays. International Journal 
of Psychology. 43(3/4), 166.

Zengaro, F., & Zengaro, S. (2008). The psychology of playing at home in Italian Serie A 
football. International Journal 
of Psychology. 43(3/4), 236.

Zengaro, F., Zengaro, S., & Iran-Nejad, A. (2008). Examining the level of aggression in 
Italian 
professional soccer. CogSci 2008 Conference Proceedings. Washington, D.C.

Zengaro, F., & Zengaro, S. (2007).  Aggressive behavior and home field advantage in 


Italian 
Serie A soccer. CogSci 2007 Conference Proceedings. Nashville, TN.
Iran-Nejad, A., Zengaro, F., & Zengaro, S. (2006). Beyond fragmentation: Ill-structured 
domains, networks, complex systems, and biofunctional science. CogSci 2006  
Conference Proceedings. Vancouver, BC, Canada.
Selected Peer Reviewed Presentations

Zengaro, F., Zengaro, S., & McCormick, J. (2014, April). Voice Thread Application: 
Practical Teaching Points in Synchronous and Asynchronous Courses.  Proposal submitted at the 2014 Technology in Teaching Symposium Delta State University, Cleveland, MS.
Zengaro, F., Zengaro, S., & Ali, M. (2014, April). Using Critical Incidents and Reflections to  

Evaluate Online and on-Ground Students’ Responses.  Proposal submitted at the 2014 Technology in Teaching Symposium Delta State University, Cleveland, MS. 
Zengaro, F., & Zengaro, S. (2014, March). Voice Thread as a pedagogical tool in 
asynchronous courses. Paper accepted at the 7th Annual SoTL Commons Conference 

Coastal Georgia Center, Savannah, GA. 

Zengaro, S., Zengaro, F., Ali, M., & Simmons, T. (2013, November). Using Critical 

Incidents and Reflections to Evaluate Student Engagement. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting for the Mid-South Educational Research Association, Pensacola, FL.

Zengaro, S., & Zengaro, F. (2013, November). Using First-Person Education to Promote 

Critical Thinking in College Classrooms. Symposium conducted at the Annual Meeting for the Mid-South Educational Research Association, Pensacola, FL. 
Ali, M., Zengaro, F., & Zengaro, S. (2013, March). Sense of coherence in lived experiences in 
a group of college students. Innovative Professor Conference Austin Peay State 
University, Tennessee.
Ali, M., Zengaro, F., & Zengaro, S. (2012, November). Sense of coherence and lived 
experiences: Purpose, hope and meaning of life in Muslim college students.

Paper presented at the meeting of the Mid-South Education Research Association, Louisville, KY.
Zengaro, F., Ali, M., & Zengaro, S. (2012, November). Personal meaning through 
experience: An ethnographic study.  Paper accepted at the meeting of the Mid-South 
Education Research Association, Louisville, KY.
Ali, M., Zengaro, S., & Zengaro, F. (2012, October). Naturalistic research: How qualitative 
methodology guides empirical research. Paper presented at the Tennessee Board of 
Regents Qualitative Research Conference Austin Peay State University, Clarksville, TN.

Zengaro, S., Zengaro, F., Song, C., & Zhang, J. (2012, August). A Cross-Cultural Investigation 
of the Acceptance of Sports Aggression.  Paper presented at the meeting of the American 
Psychological Association, Orlando, FL.

Zengaro, F., Song, C., Zengaro, S., & Zhang, J. (2012,  August). Attitudes toward the 
Acceptance of Sports Aggression among Chinese Adolesecents.  Paper presented at the 
meeting of the American Psychological Association, Orlando, FL. 

Zengaro, S. (2012, May). Using a Multiple-Source Model to Predict Adolescent Ethical 
Attitudes. A. Iran-Nejad (Chair), Toward understanding the multiple sources and 
systems of moral behavior. Symposium presented at the meeting of the Association for 
Psychological Science, Chicago, IL.

Zengaro, F., Ali, M., & Zengaro, S. (2012, February). Case Study of Two Somali Refugee 
Students: Lived Stories and their Struggle for an Education. Paper presented at the 
National Association of African American Studies. Baton Rouge, LA.
Zengaro, F., & Zengaro, S. (2011, November). Aggression, Sports, and Moral Decision-Making 
in Middle School Students: A Multidimensional Perspective. Paper 
presented at the 
meeting of the Mid-South Educational Research Association. Oxford, MS.

Zengaro, F., & Zengaro, S. (2011, November). Learning from the Fields: A Multiple Case Study 
of Eight Preservice Teachers at Different Stages in their Educational Experience. Paper 
presented at the meeting of the Mid-South Educational Research Association. Oxford, 
MS.

Zengaro, F., & Zengaro, S. (2011, November). “This is Not What I Expected”: Knowledge 
Construction in Preservice Teachers. Paper presented at the meeting of the Mid-South 
Educational Research Association. Oxford, MS.

Zengaro, S. (2011, November). Sports Aggression by Italian Adolescents: The Influence of 
Affect, Moral Cognition, Maturation and Experience. Paper presented at the meeting of 
the Mid-South Educational Research Association. Oxford, MS. 

Zengaro, F., & Zengaro, S. (2011, August). Fouls, Penalties, and Aggression: The Psychology 
of the Home Field Advantage in Italian Professional Soccer. Poster presented at the 
meeting of the American Psychological Association. Washington, D.C.
Zengaro, S., Zengaro, F., & Iran-Nejad, A. (2011, August). Sports Participation, the Acceptance 


of Sports Aggression, and Adolescent Development. Poster presented at the meeting of 
the American Psychological Association. Washington, D.C.

Zengaro, F., Ali, M., & Zengaro, S. (2011, April). Fragmented Lives and Social Integration: 
Refugee High School Students' Struggle for Acceptance.  Paper presented at the meeting of the American Educational Research Association. New Orleans, LA.
Zengaro, S., Iran-Nejad, A., & Zengaro, F. (2011, April). Adolescents' Attitudes toward the 
Acceptance of Sports Aggression: Comparing a Multiple-Source Model across Cultures. Paper presented at the meeting of the American Educational Research Association. New Orleans, LA.
Zengaro, S., Iran-Nejad, A., & Zengaro, F. (2010, November). Sports Participation and the 
Acceptance of Aggression in Adolescents: A Multiple-Source Perspective. Paper presented at the meeting of the Mid-South Education Research Association, Mobile, AL.
Zengaro, F., & Zengaro, S. (2010, November). Teaching Within a Zone of Safety: The Role of 
Reflection in Teaching. Paper presented at the meeting of the Mid-South Education Research Association, Mobile, AL.
Zengaro, F., & Zengaro, S. (2010, November). Understanding through Reflection: The 
Importance of Written Reflection Assignments for Inservice & Preservice Teacher Development.  Paper presented at the meeting of the Mid-South Education Research Association, Mobile, AL.
Zengaro, F., & Zengaro, S. (2010, October). Using Reflection to Promote Critical  

Thinking in College Classroom. Paper presented at the meeting of the International Society for Exploring Teaching and Learning, Nashville, TN.  

Zengaro, F., Ali, M., & Zengaro, S. (2010, March). Academic success and social integration in 
refugee students. Poster presented at the National Youth-at-Risk Conference, Savannah, GA.

Zengaro, S. (2009, November). Using metaphors to understand students' attitudes toward writing. Paper presented at the meeting of the Mid-South Education Research Association, Baton Rouge, LA.
Zengaro, F., Zengaro, S., & Malfi, M. (2009, September). Acceptance of aggression and moral 
decision-making in Italian adolescents. Paper presented at the meeting of the European 
Committee on Sports History, Pisa, Italy.


Zengaro, S. (2009, April).  Biofunctional Embodiment of Moral Development: The Impact of 
Affect, Moral Cognition, Gender, and Experience in Playing Sports on Acceptance of 

Aggression in Sports by Italian Adolescents. Poster presented at symposium conducted at 
the University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, AL.
Zengaro, F., Zengaro, S., & Malfi, M.  (2009, April). Aggression, sports, and the moral 
development of Italian adolescents. Paper presented at the meeting of the 


American Alliance for Health, Physical Education, Recreation & Dance, Tampa, FL.

Zengaro, F., & Zengaro, S. (2008, November). Performance Learning in Italian Professional 
Soccer.  A. Iran-Nejad (Chair), When performance reveals authentic learning. 
Symposium conducted at the meeting of the Mid-South Education Research Association, 
Knoxville, TN.

Zengaro, F., Zengaro, S., & Iran-Nejad, A. (2008, July). Examining the level of aggression in 
Italian professional soccer. Poster presented at the meeting of the 
Cognitive Science 
Society. Washington, D.C.

Zengaro, F., & Zengaro, S. (2008, July). The psychology of playing at home in Italian Serie A 


football. Paper presented at the International Congress of Psychology. Berlin, Germany.

Zengaro, S., Iran-Nejad, A., & Zengaro, F. (2008, July). The influence of metaphor and plan of development introductions on the evaluation of student essays.  Poster presented at the International Congress of Psychology. Berlin, Germany.
Zengaro, F., Ford, D., & Zengaro, S. (2008, April). Media coverage of sports: A cross-cultural analysis of gender bias. Paper presented at the meeting of the American Alliance for Health, Physical Education, Recreation & Dance, Fort Worth, TX.
Zengaro, F., & Zengaro, S. (2008, April). Home field advantage in Italian Serie A professional 
soccer. Poster presented at 
Scholars Week MTSU, Murfreesboro, TN.

Zengaro, F., Zengaro, S., & MacBeth, J. (2008, February). Metaphors and preservice teachers:  
What do we want to be when we grow up? Paper presented at the meeting of the 
American Association of Colleges for Teacher Education, New Orleans, LA.
Zengaro, F., & Zengaro, S. (2007, November). Preservice teacher understanding in a field-based practicum. Paper presented at the meeting of the Mid-South Education Research Association, Hot Springs, AR.
Zengaro, F., & Zengaro, S. (2007, November). Toward a pedagogy of opportunity and inclusion: A case study. Paper presented at the meeting of the Mid-South Education Research Association, Hot Springs, AR.
Zengaro, S., & Iran-Nejad, A. (2007, November). The influence of metaphor and plan of development 
introductions on the evaluation of student essays. Paper presented at the meeting of the Mid-South Education Research Association, Hot Springs, AR.
Zengaro, F., Zengaro, S., & Iran-Nejad, A. (2007, October). Curiosity and questioning: Quality 
learning 
in the Classroom. Paper presented at the Conference on Scholarship on Teaching 
and Learning. Statesboro, GA. 

Zengaro, S., & Iran-Nejad, A. (2007, October). The role of metaphors and interest in evaluating 
student essays. Paper presented at the meeting of the International Society for Exploring 
Teaching and Learning. Atlanta, Georgia.
Zengaro, F., & Zengaro, S. (2007, August). Aggressive behavior and home field advantage in 
Italian Serie A soccer. Poster presented at the meeting of the Cognitive Science Society. 
Nashville, TN.

Zengaro, S. (2006, September). Students and writing: Using metaphors to understand writing 
processes. Paper presented at the meeting of the European Association for Research in 
Learning and Instruction, Special Interest Group in Writing. Antwerp, Belgium. 

Iran-Nejad, A., Zengaro, F., & Zengaro, S. (2006, July). Beyond fragmentation: Ill-structured 
domains, networks, complex systems, and biofunctional science. Poster presented at the 
meeting of the Cognitive Science Society. Vancouver, BC, Canada.
Zengaro, S. (2004, October). Inquiry into language learning: A personal journey. Paper presented at the meeting of the Association for Teacher Education in Europe. Agrigento, Italy. 

Awards
2012 College of Education M. Ray Loree Most Outstanding Dissertation Award, University of Alabama.
2011-12 University of Alabama Outstanding Dissertation Award.
3rd Place Award. Adolescent Attitudes toward Sports Aggression: A Multiple-Source Perspective. Poster presented at symposium conducted at the University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, AL. 2011.

2nd Place Award.  Biofunctional Embodiment of Moral Development: The Impact of Affect, Moral Cognition, Gender, and Experience in Playing Sports on Acceptance of Aggression in Sports by Italian Adolescents. Poster presented at symposium conducted at the University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, AL. 2009.

Grants
Instructional Technology Challenge Grant. Implementing Voice Thread as a pedagogical tool in 
asynchronous courses $1000. 2013.

Faculty Development Fund. $873. 2013.

Faculty Development Fund. $339. 2012.

Bryce Griffis President’s Endowment Fund. $500. 2012.
American Psychological Association Early Career Travel Award $1000 Submitted April      2011. Not Funded 

Faculty Scholarly and Creative Activity Award. Aggression, Sport, and Moral- Decision Making in Middle School Students: A Multi -Dimensional Perspective $1320. Funded March 2011 

Faculty Scholarly and Creative Activity Award. Cross-Culture Analysis of Attitudes toward Sports Aggression between Chinese and American Adolescents. $2000.  Funded March 2011

William T. Grant Foundation. “Youth Sports and Their Impact on Adolescents’ Attitudes and Behavior toward Fair Play.” $45,000. Submitted March 2011. Not funded. 

College of Education Armstrong Atlantic State University Internal Grant. “Aggression, Sports, and Moral Decision-Making in High School Students.”  $2000. Submitted October 2009. Funded January 2010.
Charlotte Newcombe Fellowship. “Gender, Age, and Sports Participation:  Effects on Aggression and Moral Decision-Making in Italian Adolescents.” Applied for 2008.

Spencer Dissertation Fellowship. “Gender, Age, and Sports Participation: Effects on Aggression and Moral Decision-Making in Italian Adolescents.” Applied for 2008.
Faculty Research and Creative Activity Grant. “Aggression, Sports, and Ethical Decision-Making in Adolescents.” $2155. Submitted 2008. 
Capstone International Travel Grant, University of Alabama. Funded 2008.
Graduate Student Research and Travel Grant. University of Alabama Graduate School. Funded 2008, 2009.

Tennessee Board of Regents Diversity Grant.  “Social Integration and Academic Support: Keys to Refugee Student Success.” $50,000. Submitted Jan. 2008.
Faculty Research and Creative Activity Grant.  “Fragmented Lives and Conflicting Experiences in Refugee Students.”  $10,000.  Partially funded. January 2008.

Departmental Travel Grants (3), The University of Alabama.  2009, 2008, 2006.
University Service

Member, Psychology Curriculum Committee, 2012-present.

Member, University Honors Program Faculty Advisory Committee, 2012-present.

Member University Research Committee, 2012-2013.

Workshops

Co-directed workshops for education majors on PLT part of Praxis Exam, Fall and Spring semesters, 2012-2013.

Participated in Forum on Graduate Schools for Psychology Club, Nov. 2012.

Co-presentation on updates in child development, COE Fall Retreat, 2012.

Co-directed “Reaching Diverse Students,” Dec. 2013.

Advising and Recruitment

Attended Annual Majors Recruitment Fairs, Fall 2012 and 2013.

Careers 101 College Fair, April 2013.
Southaven High School College Fair, Fall 2013.

Met with prospective students in office (Nov., 2012, Feb. 2013, July 2013, Aug. 2013, Sept. 2013, Oct. 2013, Nov. 2013, Jan. 2014)
Attended Holmes 2+2 meeting, Aug. & Oct. 2013.

Academic Adviser to 25 students. 

Training

Compliance Assist, Dec. 2014.
Professional Service

Member, APA. 2011-present.

Member AERA. 2010-present.

Member Mid-South Educational Research Association. 2007-present

Reviewer for 2007-present. MSERA Conference Main Program

Reviewer for 2008 AERA Annual Meeting Main Program

Reviewer for 2007, 2008 CogSci Conference Main Program

Reviewer for the International Journal of Educational Psychology
Received mentoring through Society of Teaching Psychology Mentoring Program with June Pilcher at Clemson University. 2012-present.
