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School:  Margaret Green Jr. High

Grade level:  Pre-Algebra

MS Framework competencies:  1d—Compare and order the real numbers and perform operations with rational numbers.
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1
Purpose of Lesson Plan

Describe the purpose of lesson and the anticipated student outcomes.  

· Students will compare rational numbers using decimals.

· Students will compare rational numbers using common denominators.

· Students will use dominoes to compare proper fractions.

· Students will practice comparison of rational numbers. (Main purpose of lesson)

2
Instructional Activities


Describe completely the class activities for your lesson. 

· Teacher will write down 0.4 and ¼ on the board.  Teacher will ask, “Which one is larger?”  Some students will answer 0.4, which is the correct answer.  Teacher will show that ¼ = 0.25, and because of that, 0.4 would be farther to the right on the number line.  Teacher will say, “An easy way to compare rational numbers is to change everything to decimal form and compare the decimals.”  Teacher and students will then follow Examples 2-4 and work Exercises 4 and 7 aloud on p. 241 of the text (State the greater number: 1 3/5, 1 3/6).

· Teacher will then ask, “When you add and subtract fractions, what do you do when you have unlike denominators?”  After students answer correctly, teacher will say, “just as you would get a common denominator to add and subtract fractions, you can compare rational numbers by getting a common denominator.”  Teacher and students will then discuss example 1 on p. 240 (Which is the greater number, 4/9 or 5/12?).

· Students will be grouped into pairs.  Teacher will pass out six Double Nine dominoes and six index cards to each pair of students.  Teacher will say, “Place each domino face up on the table where the top of each domino is either a smaller number or the same number as the bottom number.  Then place each number in order from left to right as if they were on a number line.  Write each number on a card and bring it to the back of the room where a piece of string is hung up from one side of the room to the other.  There all of you will place your numbers in order on the number line from 0, which is on one side of the string, to 1, which is on the other side.  Afterwards you will each explain how you arrived at the place to put your numbers on the line.”  Students will perform activity for about 20-30 minutes.

· Teacher will assign Exercises 4-26 even, 32-34 on pp. 242 of the text (Ex. 5.2 __ 5.18, Replace the __ with <, >, or = to make it a true sentence; Zina found tennis balls that sell three for $4.69 and another set that sells seven for $8.50.  Which is the better buy?).  Students will complete for classwork/homework.

3
Materials and Resources



Identify various materials and equipment needed for lesson activities.
· Merrill Pre-Algebra text: Glencoe Publishing Company; pp. 240-242.

· Dry-erase board, markers.

· 1 set of Double Nine dominoes.

· 1 string of yarn hung in the back of the room.

· 1 package of index cards.

· 1 or 2 packages of Christmas tree ornament hooks (for the number line activity).

4
Assessment


Describe completely the assessment to be used for this lesson.

· Teacher will check participation and attitude while discussing the methods of comparison for rational numbers.

· Teacher will check for cooperation, effort, and accuracy in their comparisons using dominoes.

· Teacher will check homework for completion during the next class meeting.

· Similar problems will be on the unit test.

1

