INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS APPLYING FOR A SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER
To apply for a Social Security number:

· Complete an Application For A Social Security Card (Form SS-5) 

· Submit documents proving Immigration status: 

· I-20 with Immigration stamps 

· Passport
· I-94 
· EAD card (OPT only)

· Submit letter from International Advisor/Employer

· Take your completed application and original documents to your local Social Security office (located off hwy 61; across from SuperWalMart).

All documents must be either originals or copies certified by the issuing agency. The SSA cannot accept photocopies or notarized copies of documents. The SSA also cannot accept a receipt that shows you have applied for these documents. 

Name matches sometimes cause problems with international students.  Please ensure your names are the same on all immigration documentation.

The SSA does not require you to have a Social Security number before you start work. However, the Internal Revenue Service requires employers to report wages using a Social Security number. While you wait for your Social Security number, your employer can use a letter from the SSA stating that you applied for a number. Your employer may use your immigration documents as proof of your authorization to work in the United States. Employers can find more information on the Internet at www.socialsecurity.gov/employer/hiring.htm. 
The SSA will mail your number and card as soon as they have all of your information and have verified your documents.  If you are denied for a social security card, please ask the SSA office to give you a letter to indicate why you were denied.  

