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OUR HISTORY 
Delta State University started as Delta State Teachers College and held its first regular session 

on September 15, 1925 with 11 faculty and staff members for 97 students. The institution was 

officially designated Delta State University on March 15, 1974. In 1980, the Doctoral program 

was implemented and the first graduates completed their degrees in 1984.

From a small teacher-training institution in the 1920’s, Delta State has grown into a multi-purpose 

university that focuses strongly on quality classroom instruction. The growth and success of the 

University is a tribute to the dedication of the faculty and staff, the hard work of the students, and 

the strong support of the Delta community and state legislature.

OUR VISION
Students at Delta State University will learn and grow in an environment that fosters discovery 

and creativity. The institution intends to be the best regional university in America as it combines 

a heritage of academic strength with a robust commitment to serving people and communities, 

particularly in the Mississippi Delta. 

OUR PURPOSE
The Doctor of Education Degree in Professional Studies is designed to prepare educators to assume 

leadership roles in P–12 and higher education, educational leadership, and counselor education.

OUR ADMISSION PROCESS
APPLICATION.  Students entering the program must possess:

1. A master’s or an educational specialist degree from a college or university accredited by the 

regional accrediting agency and/or by the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education.

2. A minimum of two (2) years of documented successful teaching experience or its equivalent.

ADMISSION.*  Admission to the Doctoral program is contingent upon the successful completion of:

1. Graduate Record Examination (GRE) Verbal & Quantitative Subscores

2. GRE Writing Assessment of the Collegiate Assessment of Academic Proficiency (CAAP)

3. Grade Point Average (GPA) on all graduate work

4. Portfolio

*A weighted point system will be used for all criteria above. See the student handbook for more information.

OUR TRACKS & ADVISORS
Educational Leadership • Elementary Education • Higher Education • Counselor Education

Educational Leadership 
& Higher Education:
Dr. Jacqueline Craven, Advisor
Ewing Hall, Room 367
P: 662.846.4303
E: jcraven@deltastate.edu

Elementary Education:
Dr. Joe Garrison, Advisor
Ewing Hall, Room 384
P: 662.846.4370
E: jgarrisn@deltastate.edu

Counselor Education:
Dr. George Beals, Advisor
Ewing Hall, Room 345
P: 662.846.4362
E: gbeals@deltastate.edu
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