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GUIDING PRINCIPLES

Commitment to Excellence in Academic Programs.

Acknowledging its beginnings as a teacher’s college, the University sus-
tains excellence in teacher education while also continuing to expand
offerings in traditional as well as new areas of study. From the core disci-
plines such as arts, humanities, and  sciences to unique programs such as
commercial aviation and community development, the University is com-
mitted to meeting the ever-changing and evolving needs of the students it
serves. It sustains the highest quality in those programs by maintaining
accreditation of all programs for which an accrediting agency exists.

Commitment to Learning, Scholarship, and Student Engagement

Delta State provides programs that cultivate intellectual curiosity and pro-
mote scholarship among its students. Through a state-of-the-art library
supplemented by a campus network of computer labs, students have
access to a full range of information resources in support of learning. The
University also acknowledges the importance of student engagement as
central to successful learning. Toward that end the University has dedicat-
ed its quality enhancement plan as required for regional accreditation to
increased student engagement. In support of community engagement and
service-learning experiences for students, the University has created an
office and a faculty role to sustain those efforts.

Commitment to Teaching and Faculty Development

The quality of Delta State’s academic programs is central to its education-
al mission. That quality is affirmed through a dedicated faculty with cre-
dentials appropriate to their discipline. The University supports high stan-
dards of quality among its faculty and maintains those standards through
the Technology Learning Center, a modern faculty development office
dedicated to the application of technology to teaching, and through the
Kent and Janice Wyatt Faculty Development Program, a University
Foundation initiative that provides resources for faculty growth. 

Respect for People and Ideas

Delta State promotes mutual respect, teamwork, fairness, and integrity.
The University is diligent in working to create a climate where students,
employees, and constituents are valued and nurtured. Through an ongo-
ing re-engineering project the University converts these principles into
action.

Commitment to Regional and Economic Development

Delta State, in partnership with various organizations, will advance com-
munity and economic development in the Delta region to improve the
quality of life and raise the educational level of its citizens. Special atten-
tion is given to collaboration with our educational partners: Mississippi
Valley State University, Coahoma Community College, Mississippi Delta
Community College, the Mississippi Department of Education, and the K-
12 schools of the Delta. Moreover, the Delta Center for Culture and
Learning, the Capps Archives, the Center for Business and Entrepreneural
Research, and the Center for Community and Economic Development
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provide a structure to ensure University participation in promoting and
celebrating the unique heritage of the Delta while also addressing the
long-standing social, economic, and cultural challenges that inhibit
advancement. 

Encouragement of Innovation and Experimentation

Delta State endorses the principles of innovation and experimentation and
makes them a part of its institutional culture. The University acknowl-
edges the importance of an environment where students and faculty can
undertake risks and experiment with new ideas.

Commitment to a Student-Centered Campus

Delta State promotes a campus culture that fosters student development.
From an array of student services to a nationally recognized athletic pro-
gram, the University is dedicated to ensuring that the full ranges of stu-
dent needs and interests are met. 

Support for the Arts

Delta State recognizes the need for a vibrant creative and performing arts
program for its students and the region. The renovation of Jobe Hall pro-
vides a state-of-the-art theatre facility for student productions. Through the
Bologna Performing Arts Center, the Delta Music Institute, the Janice
Wyatt Summer Arts Institute, and a partnership with the Delta Arts
Alliance, the University ensures the preservation and enhancement of the
arts throughout the region.

Commitment to Health

Delta State acknowledges the importance of physical health for its stu-
dents and the region and extends its resources in support of that goal.
Through undergraduate and graduate programs in nursing and pre-profes-
sional programs in the sciences, the University provides health care prac-
titioners to serve the State. The University works as the leading partner in
the Delta Health Alliance, a collaborative effort with other Delta stake-
holders that conducts research and provides education on the health care
needs of the region.

Commitment to Leadership

Delta State is actively involved in providing programs that train leaders for
the twenty-first century. Through partnerships with the Kellogg
Foundation, Delta Council, the Delta Regional Authority, and other Delta
organizations committed to advancement in the region, the University is
confident it can make a difference in the quality and training of the lead-
ers who will serve future generations.

Commitment to Institutional Effectiveness

Delta State acknowledges its role as a public institution funded largely by
the citizens of Mississippi. In recognition of that public trust, the
University is committed to high standards of excellence with appropriate
emphasis on effectiveness and productivity.

Approved by the Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher Learning, March 18, 2004.
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