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In Memoriam: Charles Wilson Capps, Jr.

WHAT’S INSIDE

A lifelong Cleveland resident, Charles
Wilson Capps, Jr., is one of our most highly
regarded native sons. For over 80 years, Capps
aided our community, whether by serving in
the military, legislature, or a variety of civic
organizations. Capps’ imprint on our
community is a lasting one.

Capps’ ardent dedication to the area is
clear when looking back at his life’s work.
Capps was a World War II veteran, former

Sheriff of Bolivar County, District 28
Representative in the Mississippi House of Representatives, Chairman of the Appropriations
Committee, President of Delta Council, farmer, and real estate broker—just to name a few. His
accomplishments are staggering. He was well-known for being firm and fair with the Mississippi
budget while gaining respect as an able and dedicated legislator, effectively representing the citizens
of his District and State. His lifetime dedication to the Delta speaks volumes about his love for Delta
residents.

The feeling, it seems, is mutual. One look around the Delta, and you are bound to see
Representative Capps. Many area landmarks and buildings have been dedicated in his honor.
Whether fishing at Lake Charlie Capps or visiting Delta State’s own Capps Archives and Museum, the
community’s love and appreciation for Capps is evident.

We here at the Capps Archives are proud of our namesake. Mr. Capps often came to our
events, parking his red convertible outside the front door. Event planning at the Archives can
sometimes get stressful, but his presence always helped put us at ease. He never failed to grace us with
a good story, make us laugh with his unfailing sense of humor, or bless us with kind words of
encouragement and approval. His presence will be sorely missed by us, along with the rest of the
Delta State community.

To say Charlie Capps was a
dedicated man is an understatement.

The Mississippi Delta, the City of
Cleveland, and Delta  State
University have all benefited from his
generosity, tenacity, and hard work.
It is with a heavy heart we bid Mr.
Capps farewell, but with great joy
that we celebrate his accumulated
history, which will doubtlessly
continue to impact our region for

many generations to come.



